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Interaction between alpine rescue and the 
avalanche warning service in South Tyrol
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South Tyrol
• Small region in the north of Italy
• Around 7.400 km²
• Highest point = Ortles (3.905m)
• 381 peaks over 3.000m
• 530.000 inhabitants
• 400.000 – 500.000 skitours per year

A short introduction
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Bergrettungsdienst im AVS
• 35 rescue stations
• 1.072 volunteer mountain rescuers
• 1.714 rescue operations in total
• 64 rescue operations in backcountry
• 23 avalanche operations

• 5 full time employees (organisation only)

Presentation of the organisations
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Avalanche warning service South Tyrol
• Transnational avalanche report for the regions 

of Tyrol (=Austria), Trentino and South Tyrol
• Avalanche forecasts for around 150 days
• Integration of all european avalanche forecasts 

into the homepage
• Blog on current issues

• 3 full time employees (during winter)

Presentation of the organisations
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Interaction

• Single avalanche accidents where the 
warning service helps to assess the 
avalanche danger during the rescue 
operation
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Interaction

• The mountain rescue service supports 
the avalanche warning service in accident 
investigations

• The mountain rescue service organizes 
special first aid courses for the avalanche 
commissions
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Interaction

• Accidents with a special avalanche rescue 
will be analysed from the mountain 
rescue

• Including the analysis of the warning 
service
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In the future

• Avalanche warning service will be 
involved in the avalanche education of 
the rescuers
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Any questions?


